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Buddhists around the world celebrate the benefits of worshipping Kannon (Avalokite?vara), a compassionate
savior who is one of the most beloved in the Buddhist pantheon. When Kannon appears in multiple
manifestations, the deity’s powers are believed to increase to even greater heights. This concept generated
several cults throughout history: among the most significant is the cult of the Six Kannon, which began in
Japan in the tenth century and remained prominent through the sixteenth century. In this ambitious work,
Sherry Fowler examines the development of the Japanese Six Kannon cult, its sculptures and paintings, and
its transition to the Thirty-three Kannon cult, which remains active to this day.

An exemplar of Six Kannon imagery is the complete set of life-size wooden sculptures made in 1224 and
housed at the Kyoto temple Daih?onji. This set, along with others, is analyzed to demonstrate how Six
Kannon worship impacted Buddhist practice. Employing a diachronic approach, Fowler presents case studies
beginning in the eleventh century to reinstate a context for sets of Six Kannon, the majority of which have
been lost or scattered, and thus illuminates the vibrancy, magnitude, and distribution of the cult and enhances
our knowledge of religious image-making in Japan.

Kannon’s role in assisting beings trapped in the six paths of transmigration is a well-documented catalyst for
the selection of the number six, but there are other significant themes at work. Six Kannon worship includes
significant foci on worldly concerns such as childbirth and animal husbandry, ties between text and image,
and numerous correlations with Shinto kami groups of six. While making groups of Kannon visible, Fowler
explores the fluidity of numerical deity categorizations and the attempts to quantify the invisible. Moreover,
her investigation reveals Kyushu as an especially active site in the history of the Six Kannon cult. Much as
Kannon images once functioned to attract worshippers, their presentation in this book will entice
contemporary readers to revisit their assumptions about East Asia’s most popular Buddhist deity.
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From reader reviews:

Corene Albert:

The book Accounts and Images of Six Kannon in Japan make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You need
to use to make your capable more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting strain or
having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Accounts and
Images of Six Kannon in Japan to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your personal
capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you
like available and read a e-book Accounts and Images of Six Kannon in Japan. Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science guide or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Tiara Garcia:

This Accounts and Images of Six Kannon in Japan are generally reliable for you who want to be a successful
person, why. The main reason of this Accounts and Images of Six Kannon in Japan can be one of the great
books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you actually
with information that perhaps will shock your before knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can
bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this Accounts
and Images of Six Kannon in Japan giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary,
giving you trial of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate
in reading.

Debra Ruff:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Accounts and Images of
Six Kannon in Japan that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world far better then
how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky
particular person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to
start looking at as your good habit, you can pick Accounts and Images of Six Kannon in Japan become your
starter.

Edward Franco:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in
the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually Accounts and Images of Six Kannon in Japan why
because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or
content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show
you to pick up this book.
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