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Turtles—a term that includes tortoises and terrapins—are at once one of Nature’s most recognizable life
forms and the most generally beloved among living reptiles. Thomas Bell’s rare and unfinished book, A
Monograph of the Testudinata, represents the most ambitious attempt ever undertaken to summarize all the
world’s turtles, living and extinct, both in words and illustration. The book is an imposing volume, folio in
size and with forty magnificent handcolored, full-color plates illustrated by the notable natural history artist
James de Carle Sowerby and lithographed by Edward Lear (although better known today for his limericks,
Lear began his career as a highly commended painter of birds and landscapes). These lithographed turtles are
empathically pleasing and highly successful in capturing the essence of their subjects; as a collection of
accurate and artistic drawings on a single group of animals, there are few other works with which to compare
them. This Octavo Edition gives these remarkable drawings a well-deserved new lease on immortality and is
testament to the enduring value of outstanding illustration.

Few today appreciate the debt owed to the eighteenth- and nineteenth-century naturalists who first sorted out
the bewildering kinds of turtles. Thomas Bell was the unrivalled authority on turtles at the time he began A
Monograph of the Testudinata (he was also the leading British dental surgeon of his day, author of the
herpetological volume in Darwin’s series Zoology of the Voyage of H.M.S. Beagle, and professor of zoology
at King’s College in London). Given the difficulties of the period, and despite changes and clarifications,
Bell’s contributions to the anatomy, natural history, distribution, and history of the study of turtles have
stood well the test of time, and the plates remain as fresh and vibrant as when they were first published
nearly 170 years ago.

Commentary by Kraig Adler, searchable live text.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Roundy:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled A Monograph of the Testudinata (English and Latin Edition). Try to the
actual book A Monograph of the Testudinata (English and Latin Edition) as your good friend. It means that it
can to get your friend when you truly feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than before.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know
everything by the book. So , let us make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Chris Wolf:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is high.
For you personally who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular A Monograph of the
Testudinata (English and Latin Edition) book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is
more than just a book.

Ricky Bradley:

This A Monograph of the Testudinata (English and Latin Edition) is great book for you because the content
which can be full of information for you who have always deal with world and have to make decision every
minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can declare no rambling sentences
inside. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides
you with straight forward sentences but challenging core information with beautiful delivering sentences.
Having A Monograph of the Testudinata (English and Latin Edition) in your hand like having the world in
your arm, details in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no guide that offer you world in ten or
fifteen minute right but this e-book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do
you still doubt this?

Maria Simmons:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book method, more simple and reachable. This specific A Monograph of the Testudinata (English and
Latin Edition) can give you a lot of buddies because by you taking a look at this one book you have point
that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you
to get success. This reserve offer you information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more
than additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have A Monograph of the Testudinata



(English and Latin Edition).
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