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Through the voice of the narrator of Remembrance of Things Past, Proust observes of the painter Elstir that
the paintings are bolder than the artist; Elstir the painter is bolder than Elstir the theorist. This book applies
the same distinction Proust; the Proustian novel is bolder than Proust the theorist.

By this the author means that the novel is philosophically bolder, that it pursues further the task Proust
identifies as the writer's work: to explain life, to elucidate what has been lived in obscurity and confusion. In
this, the novelist and the philosopher share a common goal: to clarify the obscure in order to arrive at the
truth. It follows that Proust's real philosophy of the novel is to be found not in the speculative passages of
Remembrance, which merely echo the philosophical commonplaces of his time, but in the truly novelistic or
narrative portions of his text.

In Against Sainte-Beuve, Proust sets forth his ideas about literature in the form of a critique of the method of
Sainte-Beuve. Scholars who have studied Proust's notebooks describe the way in which this essay was taken
over by bits of narrative originally intended as illustration supporting its theses. The philosophical portions
of Remembrance were not added to the narrative as an afterthought, designed to bring out its meaning. What
happened was the reverse: the novel was born of a desire to illustrate the propositions of the essay.

Why then should we not find the novel more philosophically advanced than the essay? Reversing the usual
order followed by literary critics, the author interprets the novel as an elucidation, and not as a simple
transposition, of the essay. The book is not only a general interpretation of Proust's novel and its
construction; it includes detailed discussions of such topics as literature and philosophy, the nature of the
literary genres, the poetics of the novel, the definition of art, modernity and postmodernity, and the sociology
of literature.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Marshall:

The book Proust: Philosophy of the Novel can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book Proust: Philosophy of
the Novel? A few of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many
facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or information that you
take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Proust: Philosophy of the
Novel has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the
enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Dominique Fletcher:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Proust: Philosophy of the Novel book is readable simply by you who hate
the straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without
leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer involving Proust: Philosophy of the
Novel content conveys objective easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content material but it just different as it. So , do you even now thinking Proust: Philosophy
of the Novel is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Lori Barnes:

The book Proust: Philosophy of the Novel will bring one to the new experience of reading a new book. The
author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to study, this book very
suitable to you. The book Proust: Philosophy of the Novel is much recommended to you to see. You can also
get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Shirley Davenport:

This Proust: Philosophy of the Novel is brand new way for you who has interest to look for some
information mainly because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more
you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this Proust: Philosophy of the Novel can be the
light food for you because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by anyone. These books
develop itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book application form. People
who think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there
isn't any in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for
an individual. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and knowledge.
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