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In its day, spiritualism brought hundreds of thousands of Americans to séance tables and trance lectures. It
has alternately been ridiculed as the apogee of fatuous credulity and hailed as a feminist movement. Its tricks
have been exposed, its charlatans unmasked, and its heroes' names lost to posterity. In its day, however, its
leaders were household names and politicians worried about capturing the Spiritualist vote. Cathy Gutierrez
places Spiritualism in the context of the 19th-century American Renaissance. Although this epithet usually
signifies the sudden blossoming of American letters, Gutierrez points to its original meaning: a cultural
imagination enraptured with the past and the classics in particular, accompanied by a cultural efflorescence.
Spiritualism, she contends, was the religious articulation of the American Renaissance, and the ramifications
of looking backward for advice about the present were far-reaching. The Spiritualist movement, says
Gutierrez, was a 'renaissance of the Renaissance,' a culture in love with history as much as it trumpeted
progress and futurity, and an expression of what constituted religious hope among burgeoning technology
and colonialism. Rejecting Christian ideas about salvation, Spiritualists embraced Platonic and Neoplatonic
ideas. Humans were shot through with the divine, rather than seen as helpless and inexorably corrupt sinners
in the hands of a transcendent, angry God. Gutierrez's study of this fascinating and important movement is
organized thematically. She analyzes Spiritualist conceptions of memory, marriage, medicine, and minds,
explores such phenomena as machines for contacting the dead, spirit-photography, the idea of eternal
spiritual affinity (which implied the necessity for marriage reform), the connection between health and
spirituality, and mesmerism.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Twombly:

The book Plato's Ghost Spiritualism in the American Renaissance (AAR Theory and Reflection Series) can
give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we
leave the best thing like a book Plato's Ghost Spiritualism in the American Renaissance (AAR Theory and
Reflection Series)? Several of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim in which book can
give many details for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge
or information that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book
Plato's Ghost Spiritualism in the American Renaissance (AAR Theory and Reflection Series) has simple
shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by
open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Jerry Bates:

This Plato's Ghost Spiritualism in the American Renaissance (AAR Theory and Reflection Series) are
generally reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Plato's
Ghost Spiritualism in the American Renaissance (AAR Theory and Reflection Series) can be one of several
great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you actually
with information that possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring
it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this Plato's
Ghost Spiritualism in the American Renaissance (AAR Theory and Reflection Series) forcing you to have an
enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that could it useful in
your day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Johnny Ballance:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get lots of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited
right. Then do you ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare
time, the book you have read is actually Plato's Ghost Spiritualism in the American Renaissance (AAR
Theory and Reflection Series).

Ilene Bixler:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you go through a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books,



but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition to soon.
The Plato's Ghost Spiritualism in the American Renaissance (AAR Theory and Reflection Series) provide
you with new experience in looking at a book.
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