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Are legislatures able to form and act on intentions? The question matters because the interpretation of
statutes is often thought to centre on the intention of the legislature and because the way in which the
legislature acts is relevant to the authority it does or should enjoy. Many scholars argue that legislative intent
is a fiction: the legislative assembly is a large, diverse group rather than a single person and it seems a
mystery how the intentions of the individual legislators might somehow add up to a coherent group intention.

This book argues that in enacting a statute the well-formed legislature forms and acts on a detailed intention,
which is the legislative intent. The foundation of the argument is an analysis of how the members of
purposive groups act together by way of common plans, sometimes forming complex group agents. The
book extends this analysis to the legislature, considering what it is to legislate and how members of the
assembly cooperate to legislate. The book argues that to legislate is to choose to change the law for some
reason: the well-formed legislature has the capacity to consider what should be done and to act to that end.
This argument is supported by reflection on the centrality of intention to the nature of language use. The
book then explains in detail how members of the assembly form and act on joint intentions, which do not
reduce to the intentions of each member, before outlining some implications of this account for the practice
of statutory interpretation.

Developing a robust account of the nature and importance of legislative intention, the book represents a
significant contribution to the literature on deliberative democracy that will be of interest to all those
thinking about legal interpretation and constitutional theory.
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From reader reviews:

Tom Rivera:

Here thing why that The Nature of Legislative Intent (Oxford Legal Philosophy) are different and reliable to
be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it really depends in the content of the usb ports which is the
content is as tasty as food or not. The Nature of Legislative Intent (Oxford Legal Philosophy) giving you
information deeper since different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no guide that similar
with The Nature of Legislative Intent (Oxford Legal Philosophy). It gives you thrill examining journey, its
open up your current eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is probably can be
happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your method
home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of The Nature
of Legislative Intent (Oxford Legal Philosophy) in e-book can be your alternate.

Richard Pascual:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How people have
to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Nature of
Legislative Intent (Oxford Legal Philosophy) book because book offers you rich information and knowledge.
Of course the knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Debra Palacios:

This The Nature of Legislative Intent (Oxford Legal Philosophy) is great publication for you because the
content that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and possess to make decision every
minute. This specific book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we can point out no
rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult core information with splendid
delivering sentences. Having The Nature of Legislative Intent (Oxford Legal Philosophy) in your hand like
having the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that offer
you world within ten or fifteen small right but this publication already do that. So , this is certainly good
reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt which?

Catherine Almond:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from the
book. Book is published or printed or created from each source that filled update of news. In this modern era
like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social similar to newspaper,
magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your understanding
by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the The Nature of



Legislative Intent (Oxford Legal Philosophy) when you desired it?
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