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Well before the creation of the United States, the Cherokee people administered their own social policy—a
form of what today might be called social welfare—based on matrilineal descent, egalitarian relations,
kinship obligations, and communal landholding. The ethic of gadugi, or work coordinated for the social
good, was at the heart of this system. Serving the Nation explores the role of such traditions in shaping the
alternative social welfare system of the Cherokee Nation, as well as their influence on the U.S. government’s
social policies.

Faced with removal and civil war in the early and mid-nineteenth century, the Cherokee Nation asserted its
right to build institutions administered by Cherokee people, both as an affirmation of their national
sovereignty and as a community imperative. The Cherokee Nation protected and defended key features of its
traditional social service policy, extended social welfare protections to those deemed Cherokee according to
citizenship laws, and modified its policies over time to continue fulfilling its people's expectations. Julie L.
Reed examines these policies alongside public health concerns, medical practices, and legislation defining
care and education for orphans, the mentally ill, the differently abled, the incarcerated, the sick, and the poor.

Changing federal and state policies and practices exacerbated divisions based on class, language, and
education, and challenged the ability of Cherokees individually and collectively to meet the social welfare
needs of their kin and communities. The Cherokee response led to more centralized national government
solutions for upholding social welfare and justice, as well as to the continuation of older cultural norms.

Offering insights gleaned from reconsidered and overlooked historical sources, this book enhances our
understanding of the history and workings of social welfare policy and services, not only in the Cherokee
Nation but also in the United States.

Serving the Nation is published in cooperation with the William P. Clements Center for Southwest Studies,
Southern Methodist University.
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From reader reviews:

Sally Oneal:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster.
And you have extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that
question because just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it
is appropriate. Because start from on guardería until university need this particular Serving the Nation:
Cherokee Sovereignty and Social Welfare, 1800–1907 (New Directions in Native American Studies series)
to read.

Angela Dreiling:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This Serving the Nation:
Cherokee Sovereignty and Social Welfare, 1800–1907 (New Directions in Native American Studies series)
is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and
wish in this era.

Shirley Parker:

Why? Because this Serving the Nation: Cherokee Sovereignty and Social Welfare, 1800–1907 (New
Directions in Native American Studies series) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for
you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the secret this inside. Reading this book close to it was
fantastic author who also write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside of easier to
understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of
benefits than the other book have got such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking means. So ,
still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Marilyn McDermott:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled
Serving the Nation: Cherokee Sovereignty and Social Welfare, 1800–1907 (New Directions in Native
American Studies series) your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that
maybe unidentified for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a
e-book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get before. The
Serving the Nation: Cherokee Sovereignty and Social Welfare, 1800–1907 (New Directions in Native



American Studies series) giving you an additional experience more than blown away your thoughts but also
giving you useful info for your better life in this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is
your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a game.
Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?
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