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Ireland's Immortals tells the story of one of the world's great mythologies. The first account of the gods of
Irish myth to take in the whole sweep of Irish literature in both the nation's languages, the book describes
how Ireland's pagan divinities were transformed into literary characters in the medieval Christian era--and
how they were recast again during the Celtic Revival of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. A
lively narrative of supernatural beings and their fascinating and sometimes bizarre stories, Mark Williams's
comprehensive history traces how these gods--known as the Túatha Dé Danann--have shifted shape across
the centuries, from Iron Age cult to medieval saga to today's young-adult fiction.

We meet the heroic Lug; the Morrígan, crow goddess of battle; the fire goddess Brigit, who moonlights as a
Christian saint; the mist-cloaked sea god Manannán mac Lir; and the ageless fairies who inspired J.R.R.
Tolkien's immortal elves. Medieval clerics speculated that the Irish divinities might be devils, angels, or
enchanters. W. B. Yeats invoked them to reimagine the national condition, while his friend George Russell
beheld them in visions and understood them to be local versions of Hindu deities. The book also tells how
the Scots repackaged Ireland's divine beings as the gods of the Gael on both sides of the sea--and how Irish
mythology continues to influence popular culture far beyond Ireland.

An unmatched chronicle of the Irish gods, Ireland's Immortals illuminates why these mythical beings have
loomed so large in the world's imagination for so long.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Wood:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give you lot of
advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that will improve
your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you
want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy read one having
theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual Ireland's Immortals: A History of the Gods of Irish
Myth is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Timothy Rowe:

Exactly why? Because this Ireland's Immortals: A History of the Gods of Irish Myth is an unordinary book
that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you with the secret the
idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such wonderful
way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning
entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help improving your ability
and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have been you I will go
to the publication store hurriedly.

Jaclyn Davis:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be Ireland's Immortals: A History of the Gods of Irish
Myth why because the wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint
you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly guide you to pick up this book.

John Rivera:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind proficiency or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can satisfy
your short time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time to be examine.
Ireland's Immortals: A History of the Gods of Irish Myth can be your answer since it can be read by you
actually who have those short spare time problems.
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