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Cannon Mills was once the country’s largest manufacturer of household textiles, and in many ways it
exemplified the textile industry and paternalism in the postbellum South. At the same time, however, its
particular brand of paternalism was much stronger and more enduring than elsewhere, and it remained in
place long after most of the industry had transitioned to modern, bureaucratic management.
     In Cannon Mills and Kannapolis, Tim Vanderburg critically examines the rise of the Cannon Mills textile
company and the North Carolina community that grew up around it. Beginning with the founding of the
company and the establishment of its mill town by James W. Cannon, the author draws on a wealth of
primary sources to show how, under Cannon’s paternalism, workers developed a collective identity and for
generations accepted the limits this paternalism placed on their freedom. After exploring the growth and
maturation of Cannon Mills against the backdrop of World War I and its aftermath, Vanderburg examines
the impact of the Great Depression and World War II and then analyzes the postwar market forces that, along
with federal policies and unionization, set in motion the industry’s shift from a paternalistic model to
bureaucratic authority. The final section of the book traces the decline of paternalism and the eventual
decline of Cannon Mills when the death of the founder’s son, Charles Cannon, led to three successive sales
of the company. Pillowtex, its final owner, filed for bankruptcy and was liquidated in 2003.
    Vanderburg uses Cannon Mills’s intriguing history to help answer some of the larger questions involving
industry and paternalism in the postbellum South. Complete with maps and historic photographs, this
authoritative, highly readable account of one company and the town it created adds a captivating layer of
complexity to our understanding of southern capitalism.
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From reader reviews:

Terry Kline:

The book Cannon Mills and Kannapolis: Persistent Paternalism in a Textile Town can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a book Cannon
Mills and Kannapolis: Persistent Paternalism in a Textile Town? A number of you have a different opinion
about e-book. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to
closer with the book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other;
you may share all of these. Book Cannon Mills and Kannapolis: Persistent Paternalism in a Textile Town has
simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous
world by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Jerry Carley:

The e-book untitled Cannon Mills and Kannapolis: Persistent Paternalism in a Textile Town is the guide that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a
lot of research when write the book, hence the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You
also could get the e-book of Cannon Mills and Kannapolis: Persistent Paternalism in a Textile Town from the
publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Todd Porter:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV,
or maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read any book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a book. The book Cannon Mills and Kannapolis: Persistent Paternalism in a Textile
Town it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. They were
enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy typically
the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too
expensive but this book provides high quality.

Lyndsey Lafferty:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know that
little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually
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