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For the past hundred years, much has been written about the early editions of Christian texts discovered in
the region that was once Roman Egypt. Scholars have cited these papyrus manuscripts--containing the Bible
and other Christian works--as evidence of Christianity's presence in that historic area during the first three
centuries AD. In Early Christian Books in Egypt, distinguished papyrologist Roger Bagnall shows that a
great deal of this discussion and scholarship has been misdirected, biased, and at odds with the realities of
the ancient world. Providing a detailed picture of the social, economic, and intellectual climate in which
these manuscripts were written and circulated, he reveals that the number of Christian books from this period
is likely fewer than previously believed.

Bagnall explains why papyrus manuscripts have routinely been dated too early, how the role of Christians in
the history of the codex has been misrepresented, and how the place of books in ancient society has been
misunderstood. The author offers a realistic reappraisal of the number of Christians in Egypt during early
Christianity, and provides a thorough picture of the economics of book production during the period in order
to determine the number of Christian papyri likely to have existed. Supporting a more conservative approach
to dating surviving papyri, Bagnall examines the dramatic consequences of these findings for the historical
understanding of the Christian church in Egypt.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Strickland:

This book untitled Early Christian Books in Egypt to be one of several books in which best seller in this year,
that's because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy that
book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through online. The publisher with this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your Touch screen phone.
So there is no reason to you to past this publication from your list.

Nancy Sena:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Early Christian Books in Egypt can be the solution,
oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in
this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Alex Jose:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but also novel and Early Christian Books in Egypt or others sources were
given understanding for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel want to read more and more.
Science publication was created for teacher or even students especially. Those guides are helping them to
include their knowledge. In additional case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Early Christian
Books in Egypt to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Wendy Fuller:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You
can choose the most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is
identified as of book Early Christian Books in Egypt. Contain your knowledge by it. Without causing the
printed book, it could add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most crucial that, you
must aware about guide. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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