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Shakespeare between Machiavelli and Hobbes explores Shakespeare’s political outlook by comparing some
of the playwright’s best-known works to the works of Italian political theorist Niccolò Machiavelli and
English social contract theorist Thomas Hobbes. By situating Shakespeare ‘between’ these two thinkers, the
distinctly modern trajectory of the playwright’s work becomes visible. Throughout his career, Shakespeare
interrogates the divine right of kings, absolute monarchy, and the metaphor of the body politic.
Simultaneously he helps to lay the groundwork for modern politics through his dramatic explorations of
consent, liberty, and political violence. We can thus understand Shakespeare’s corpus as a kind of eulogy: a
funeral speech dedicated to outmoded and deficient theories of politics. We can also understand him as a
revolutionary political thinker who, along with Machiavelli and Hobbes, reimagined the origins and ends of
government. All three thinkers understood politics primarily as a response to our mortality. They depict
politics as the art of managing and organizing human bodies—caring for their needs, making space for the
satisfaction of desires, and protecting them from the threat of violent death. This book features new readings
of Shakespeare’s plays that illuminate the playwright’s major political preoccupations and his investment in
materialist politics.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Kingsbury:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Shakespeare between Machiavelli and Hobbes:
Dead Body Politics (Politics, Literature, & Film) book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of
course the data in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Kimberly Langdon:

The publication untitled Shakespeare between Machiavelli and Hobbes: Dead Body Politics (Politics,
Literature, & Film) is the reserve that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the e-book
content that will be shown to anyone. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The article writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, to ensure the information
that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Shakespeare
between Machiavelli and Hobbes: Dead Body Politics (Politics, Literature, & Film) from the publisher to
make you more enjoy free time.

Blake Westerman:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different you can read a
book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to reading a
reserve. The book Shakespeare between Machiavelli and Hobbes: Dead Body Politics (Politics, Literature, &
Film) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These people were
enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy typically
the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to cover
but this book provides high quality.

Cheryl Waller:

Shakespeare between Machiavelli and Hobbes: Dead Body Politics (Politics, Literature, & Film) can be one
of your nice books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this publication has
good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing Shakespeare between Machiavelli and Hobbes: Dead Body Politics (Politics,
Literature, & Film) but doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm
resource details that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into



brand new stage of crucial contemplating.
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