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When houses are flattened, towns submerged, and people stranded without electricity or even food, we
attribute the suffering to “natural disasters” or “acts of God.” But what if they’re neither? What if we, as a
society, are bringing these catastrophes on ourselves?
 
That’s the provocative theory of Catastrophe in the Making, the first book to recognize Hurricane Katrina not
as a “perfect storm,” but a tragedy of our own making—and one that could become commonplace.  
 
The authors, one a longtime New Orleans resident, argue that breached levees and sloppy emergency
response are just the most obvious examples of government failure. The true problem is more deeply rooted
and insidious, and stretches far beyond the Gulf Coast.
 
Based on the false promise of widespread prosperity, communities across the U.S. have embraced all brands
of “economic development” at all costs. In Louisiana, that meant development interests turning wetlands into
shipping lanes. By replacing a natural buffer against storm surges with a 75-mile long, obsolete canal that
cost hundreds of millions of dollars, they guided the hurricane into the heart of New Orleans and adjacent
communities. The authors reveal why, despite their geographic differences, California and Missouri are
building—quite literally—toward similar destruction.
 
Too often, the U.S. “growth machine” generates wealth for a few and misery for many. Drawing lessons
from the most expensive “natural” disaster in American history, Catastrophe in the Making shows why
thoughtless development comes at a price we can ill afford.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Saunders:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior give you lot of
advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book in which
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you read, if you
want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy read one with theme for
entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the Catastrophe in the Making: The Engineering of Katrina
and the Disasters of Tomorrow is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Raymond Phillips:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Catastrophe in the
Making: The Engineering of Katrina and the Disasters of Tomorrow suitable to you? Often the book was
written by popular writer in this era. The particular book untitled Catastrophe in the Making: The
Engineering of Katrina and the Disasters of Tomorrowis a single of several books in which everyone read
now. This particular book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter
the new age that you ever know before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, so all of
people can easily to comprehend the core of this book. This book will give you a lot of information about
this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Bernadine Williams:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Catastrophe in the Making: The
Engineering of Katrina and the Disasters of Tomorrow book written by well-known writer who really knows
well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written with good manner
for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you
still question Catastrophe in the Making: The Engineering of Katrina and the Disasters of Tomorrow as good
book but not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one book that can break don't assess
book by its handle, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading
through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Vanessa Palacios:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in
e-book way, more simple and reachable. This Catastrophe in the Making: The Engineering of Katrina and
the Disasters of Tomorrow can give you a lot of close friends because by you considering this one book you
have matter that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be
one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't
understand, by knowing more than additional make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have
Catastrophe in the Making: The Engineering of Katrina and the Disasters of Tomorrow.
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